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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB BC 

SUB J : TLHAODI STATEMENTS CONTINUE BFTU SPLIT 

REF: GABORONE 1520 

1 . RAILWAY WORKERS UNION LEADER PELOTELELE TLHAODI RECENTLY 
REPLIED TO GOB HOME AFFAIRS PERMSEC MATENGE’S CRITICISM OF 
SPLIT ON GOVERNING COUNCIL OF BOTSWANA FEDERATION OF TRADE 
UNIONS. IN SPEECH TO GRADUATES OF A LABOR ECONOMICS SEMINAR, 
TLHAODI CLAIMED NO SPLIT EXISTED WITHIN BFTU AND DISMISSED 
MATENGE'S ALLEGATIONS THAT SPLIT IS HAMPERING PROGRESS OF 
BOTSWANA'S TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. ACCORDING TO DAILY NEWS 
REPORT, TLHAODI SAID THAT BFTU LEADERS WERE CHOSEN "CONSTITU- 
TIONALLY, ON THE BASIS OF A MAIORITY RULE" AND PLEDGED 

THAT LABOR MOVEMENT WILL NOT DEVIATE FROM ITS "DEMOCRATIC 
COURSE". ARTICLE REFERRED TO TLHAODI AS "PRESIDENT" OF BFTU. 

2. EMBOFFS ATTENDED JUNE 23 GRADUATION EXERCISE OF LABOR 
ECONOMICS SEMINAR AT WHICH GOB MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND PUBLIC SERVICE KWELAGOBE WAS FEATURED SPEAKER. TLHAODI 
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AND FREDERICH EBERT FOUNDATION REP HELFER (WHO SPONSORED 
SEMINAR) GREETED KWELAGOBE AND WERE SEATED WITH HIM AT FRONT 
OF THE CLASS. AFTER KWELAGOBE GAVE BLAND SPEECH WHICH MADE 
NO MENTION OF BFTU’S INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES, TLHAODI ROSE 
TO DELIVER A SHORT SPEECH IN WHICH HE WARNED SEMINAR 
GRADUATES OF "INTERNAL ENEMIES" WITHIN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 
HE THANKED EBERT FOUNDATION FOR SPONSORING SEMINAR AND 
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EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FOREIGN ADVISORS WOULD CONTINUE TO FUND 
ACTIVITIES OF BOTSWANA LABOR CENTER. HOWEVER, HE WARNED THAT 
BFTU WOULD NOT ACCEPT "DICTATION" BY FOREIGN ADVISORS. 

3. AALC ADVISORS JOHNSON AND TAYLOR BELIEVE BFTU SPLIT HAS 
NOT BEEN RESOLVED, DESPITE TLHAODI'S CLAIMS. THEY POINT OUT 
THAT SPLIT IS HOLDING UP TRANSFER TO BFTU OF BUILDINGS CON- 
STRUCTED WITH AALC FUNDS BECAUSE DIVIDED BFTU COUNCIL IS NOT 
ABLE TO PASS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO MAKE IT 
POSSIBLE FOR BFTU TO HOLD LAND AND BUILDINGS. MOREOVER, 

TAYLOR SUGGESTED THAT BFTU GENERAL FINANCIAL COMMITTEE MIGHT 
NOT BE ABLE TO AGREE ON FUNDING FOR FUTURE EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES BECAUSE OF THE SPLIT. 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE HIS CLAIMS OF VICTORY, TLHAODI CONTINUES 
TO BE APPREHENSIVE OF ACTIVITIES OF "ENEMIES" WITHIN BFTU, 
PRESUMABLY THE FACTION LED BY GENERAL SECRETARY SETLHARE. 
MOREOVER, SETLHARE FACTION STILL RETAINS IMPORTANT POSITIONS 
ON BFTU BODIES WHICH DISPOSE OF FUNDS, INCLUDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM FOREIGN ADVISORY ORGANIZATIONS. 
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